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Editorial 

We continue to see major developments 

related to business and human rights. In the 

last 12 months alone, Switzerland, Germany 

and Norway have adopted due diligence 

legislation and the European Union (EU) will 

presents its proposal for a supply chain 

legislation on 5 December. Although these 

are European developments, the impact will 

be felt globally, as European companies will increase their supply chain engagement and will 

request greater transparency and commitment from their suppliers. Transparency and 

responsible business conduct are now a basic requirement to participate in the global market. 

The International Organisation of Employers (IOE) has developed and launched extensive 

guidance in the past months on the UN Guiding Principles for SMEs, on human rights due 

diligence, on human rights and investment treaties as well as human rights and climate change. 

The aim is to support companies and employer federations to better adopt to and fully engage 

in the business and human rights agenda. 

 

The negotiations on a binding treaty on business and human rights continued with the 7th 

session of the Intergovernmental Working Group on business and human rights taking place in 

October in Geneva. The third revised draft treaty, which was the basis for the negotiations, 

continues to diverge in important aspects from the UN Guiding Principles and is not 

implementable. The 7th session of the IGWG highlighted again that there is no agreement 

between countries on any of the major provisions of the draft treaty. 

 

The ILO will publish a report at the end of the month with key findings whether the normative 

and non-normative work of the ILO is fit for purpose to address decent work deficits in supply 

chains. A technical tripartite meeting will convene in January and February 2022 in Geneva to 

assess existing gaps and to develop recommendations, which will be adopted by the ILO 

Governing Body in March 2022. 

 



 

You will find more information on these and many other developments within this newsletter. 

At the end, allow me to introduce myself: My name is Gabriella Rigg Herzog and I am the new 

Chair of the IOE Policy Working Group on Human Rights and Responsible Business Conduct. In 

my day job, I lead the work of the US Council for International Business (USCIB) on human rights 

and I have a long career in the field of responsible business conduct. I would like to use the 

opportunity to thank my predecessor in the position, Mthunzi Mdwaba, for his great 

engagement for the IOE`s work on human rights and his outstanding commitment to drive the 

business and human rights agenda forward. 

Evolving Laws 
 

 

UN Business and Human Rights Treaty Third Revised Draft 

here

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/HRBodies/HRCouncil/WGTransCorp/Session6/LBI3rdDRAFT.pdf
https://www.ioe-emp.org/news/details/just-released-ioe-biac-businesseurope-position-on-third-revised-draft-treaty-on-business-and-human-rights
https://www.ioe-emp.org/news/details/just-released-ioe-biac-businesseurope-position-on-third-revised-draft-treaty-on-business-and-human-rights


 

7th session

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/WGTransCorp/Session7/Pages/Session7.aspx


 

 

UN Human Rights Council recognises the right to a clean, healthy and 

sustainable environment 
 

Resolution 48/13

• 

• second 

resolution

https://undocs.org/a/hrc/48/l.23/rev.1
https://undocs.org/a/hrc/48/l.27
https://undocs.org/a/hrc/48/l.27


 

• 

• 

calling

The human right to a safe, clean, healthy and sustainable 

environment

 

 

Potential ban on products linked to forced labour 
 

• State of the Union Address

• calls

• expected

 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/EN/NewsEvents/Pages/DisplayNews.aspx?NewsID=27635&LangID=E
https://undocs.org/a/hrc/48/l.23/rev.1
https://undocs.org/a/hrc/48/l.23/rev.1
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/default/files/soteu_2021_address_en.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/legislative-train/theme-europe-as-a-stronger-global-actor/file-ban-on-import-of-goods-produced-using-modern-forms-of-slavery
https://www.mayerbrown.com/en/perspectives-events/publications/2021/09/european-commission-announces-plans-for-forced-labor-import-ban


 

OHCHR recommendations to the sustainable corporate governance initiative 
 

outlined

• 

• 

• 

https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12548-Sustainable-corporate-governance_en
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Business/ohchr-recommendations-to-ec-on-mhrdd.pdf


 

EU Mandatory Human Rights Due 

Diligence Directive: Recommendations to the European Commission

Guidance on due diligence and forced labour 

Guidance on due diligence for EU businesses to 

address the risk of forced labour in their operations and supply chains.  

• 

• 

• 

• 

Europe: New European Due Diligence Guidance Published to Address Forced Labor 

in Supply Chains

 

 

https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Business/ohchr-recommendations-to-ec-on-mhrdd.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Business/ohchr-recommendations-to-ec-on-mhrdd.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159709.pdf
https://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2021/july/tradoc_159709.pdf
https://www.globalcompliancenews.com/2021/08/07/new-european-due-diligence-guidance-published-to-address-forced-labor-in-supply-chains280721/
https://www.globalcompliancenews.com/2021/08/07/new-european-due-diligence-guidance-published-to-address-forced-labor-in-supply-chains280721/


 

 

German Supply Chain Act 
 

Supply Chain Due Diligence Act

• 

• 

• 

Supply Chain Due Diligence Act

What the new Supply Chain Act delivers – and what it doesn’t

FAQ on Germany‘s Supply Chain Due Diligence Act

https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/305/1930505.pdf
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/19/305/1930505.pdf
https://lieferkettengesetz.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Initiative-Lieferkettengesetz_Analysis_What-the-new-supply-chain-act-delivers.pdf
https://lieferkettengesetz.de/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Initiative-Lieferkettengesetz_FAQ-English.pdf


 

German parliament passes mandatory human rights due diligence law

 

Norwegian Due Diligence Law 
 

Act on business transparency and work with 

fundamental human rights and decent work

• 

reported

• 

• 

Norway: Parliament passes due diligence 

law incl. right to information about corporate impacts

ForUMs reactions to the Norwegian due 

diligence law

Norwegian parliament adopts the Transparency Act

Mandatory Human Rights Due Diligence in Norway – A Right to Know

https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/german-due-diligence-law/
https://stortinget.no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/Vedtak/Beslutninger/Lovvedtak/2020-2021/vedtak-202021-176/
https://stortinget.no/no/Saker-og-publikasjoner/Vedtak/Beslutninger/Lovvedtak/2020-2021/vedtak-202021-176/
http://www.forumfor.no/en/news/2021/forums-reactions-to-the-norwegian-due-diligence-law
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/norway-govt-proposes-act-regulating-corporate-supply-chain-transparency-duty-to-know--due-diligence/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/norway-govt-proposes-act-regulating-corporate-supply-chain-transparency-duty-to-know--due-diligence/
http://www.forumfor.no/en/news/2021/forums-reactions-to-the-norwegian-due-diligence-law
http://www.forumfor.no/en/news/2021/forums-reactions-to-the-norwegian-due-diligence-law
https://corporatejustice.org/news/norway-adopts-transparency-act/
https://www.jus.uio.no/english/research/areas/companies/blog/companies-markets-and-sustainability/2021/mandatory-human-rights--taylor.html


 

Japan large-scale human rights survey 
 

 

UK calls for due diligence legislation 
 

• 

called for

• statement

 

UK Modern Slavery (Amendment) Bill 
 

• Modern Slavery (Amendment) Bill

• 

 

French Duty of Vigilance Law 
 

• 

Building Confidence in the Justice System Bill 

• one or more 

designated civil courts

 

 

https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/japan-government-embarks-on-a-large-scale-investigation-of-human-rights-violations-in-supply-chains/
https://www.unison.org.uk/news/2021/05/unison-demands-human-rights-due-diligence-law-for-supply-chains/
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/latest-news/uk-it-is-time-for-the-uk-to-demonstrate-leadership-on-business-and-human-rights/?mc_cid=e7f289061c&mc_eid=bff236077a
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2892
http://www.senat.fr/leg/pjl21-084.html
https://www.hlregulation.com/2021/05/05/new-jurisdiction-rules-for-duty-of-vigilance-disputes/
https://www.hlregulation.com/2021/05/05/new-jurisdiction-rules-for-duty-of-vigilance-disputes/


 

Australia Forced Labour Bill 
 

• Customs Amendment (Banning Goods Produced By Forced Labour) 

Bill 2021

• 

• 

USA Uyghur Forced Labor Prevention Act 
 

• 

• 

• 

  

Investor News 
 

 

• Corporate Governance 

Improvement and Investor Protection Act under consideration

https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1307
https://www.aph.gov.au/Parliamentary_Business/Bills_Legislation/Bills_Search_Results/Result?bId=s1307
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/65/actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1187
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1187
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1187/all-actions?r=87


 

• 

• Section 605

 

 

2021 Proxy Preview

• 

• 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/1187/text/eh?r=87#HBD6FE0B8D0EF49E1BB5370A481AE0909
https://www.proxypreview.org/2021/report


 

• 

Climate News/COP26 
 

 

• 

• 

https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Global-trends-in-climate-change-litigation_2021-snapshot.pdf


 

• 

 

declaration

 

Other 
 

 

released

• 

https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Global-trends-in-climate-change-litigation_2021-snapshot.pdf
https://www.lse.ac.uk/granthaminstitute/wp-content/uploads/2021/07/Global-trends-in-climate-change-litigation_2021-snapshot.pdf
https://earthworks.org/campaigns/making-clean-energy-clean/declaration-on-mining-and-the-energy-transition-for-cop26/
https://www.globalreporting.org/how-to-use-the-gri-standards/resource-center/


 

available

• 

• 

https://www.globalreporting.org/about-gri/news-center/oil-and-gas-transparency-standard-for-the-low-carbon-transition/


 

Resource Centre

A Short Introduction to the GRI Standards

GRI Universal Standards Project – GSSB basis for conclusions

https://www.globalreporting.org/how-to-use-the-gri-standards/resource-center/
https://www.globalreporting.org/media/wtaf14tw/a-short-introduction-to-the-gri-standards.pdf
https://www.globalreporting.org/media/0ymfh0xu/gssb-basis-for-conclusions_gri-universal-standards-project.pdf


 

https://www.ilo.org/beirut/publications/WCMS_536755/lang--en/index.htm
https://www.ilo.org/beirut/publications/WCMS_536755/lang--en/index.htm
https://iris.iom.int/iris-standard
https://wecglobal.org/world-employment-confederation-global/code-of-conduct-2/
https://undocs.org/A/CONF.231/3
https://gfmdbusinessmechanism.org/events/
https://gfmdbusinessmechanism.org/events/
https://migrationnetwork.un.org/international-migration-review-forum-2022

