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The Spread of COVID-19  

 

How is Australia going relatively speaking? 
Update (1), 8 April 2020 
 
The following analysis of 9 countries, based on the World Health Organisation situation 
reports, tells an important story that is informing ACCI policy as it should government 
policy.  The analysis commenced at Day 0 being the first day that each nation 
experienced a 100 or more cases and looks at every 5 days after that.    For the initial 
analysis including snapshots from Day 0 to Day 20 at 5-day intervals, see 
https://www.australianchamber.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/COVID-spread-
April-2020.pdf .   This update only provides the snapshot for Day 20 and Day 25.   

COVID19 - Coronavirus Spread - country comparison   

 

Situation report was not available for 22 March, so Germany’s figure is for 21 March  

This Day 20 table illustrates profoundly the crisis in Italy, with over 1800 deaths and a 
death rate at that stage of 7.3%.  

  

Day 25 for Australia and Canada has only just occurred this week. The picture has 
changed starkly with US, UK and Italian cases more than doubled in the previous 5-day 
period whereas for Australia the rate of case growth had already started to decline.   
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Current status as at 8 April 2020 

The number of cases as at 7 April 2020 is 1,353,361 with 79,235 deaths (death rate of 
5.75%).   The global death rate has been steadily rising throughout the crisis, but the daily 
growth in the number of cases has been falling since 1 April 2020.  The status of the nine 
countries in our analysis is as follows:  

 

For the US, France and Germany these cases represent over 0.1% of their population.  For 
Italy, it is 0.2%.   For Australia, it is 0.02%. 

Impact of international travel 

Our geographic benefit of being an island is negated to some extent by Australians 
fondness for international travel including the impact of cruise ship related cases.  
Community transmission has been relatively small.  Now that further quarantining of 
international return travellers is in place, it will be important to see whether this further 
slows the rate of growth of our case numbers.   

The graph below dated 7 April 2020 from the AFR is useful is showing the dominance of 
our cases that have been acquired overseas, although the local transmission is growing.  
It also demonstrates the effort on tracking the source, where the most recent figures 
have a smaller percentage under investigation, and a relatively modest number of cases 
where the source has not been identified as connected to an international traveller. 
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Pace of Change, Australia 

The AFR is also a useful source of graphs on the pace of change of cases in Australia 
mapped against the movement changes: 

-  

About the Australian Chamber  

The Australian Chamber of Commerce and Industry speaks on behalf of Australian Businesses at home and 
abroad. The Australian Chamber represents hundreds and thousands of businesses in every state and 
territory and across all industries. Ranging from small and medium enterprises to the largest companies, our 
network employs millions of people. The Australian Chamber membership list can be viewed at 
www.australianchamber.com.au/membership/current-members/ 

Telephone | 02 6270 8000  Email | info@australianchamber.com.au Website |  
www.australianchamber.com.au 
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